


Pledge 1:

PROTECT TREES

"Record all ancient, 

veteran and notable trees 

in a Borough Register of 

heritage trees, and 

commit to their 

protection, including Tree 

Preservation Orders 

where appropriate."

Bridget Fox
Woodland Trust



The problem: our most precious trees remain at risk

Patchy  legal protection

The good news: local authorities can help, starting now

No official register

Government slow to act



The solution: local tree registers in every borough  

.ȅ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ 
years to come

Uses existing powers

Uses existing data

Volunteers ready to help

Low cost, high impact

Popular: people love trees!  



Pledge 2:

Clean Rivers

"Create at least one new 
area of wetland in the 

borough where feasible, 
including by de-culverting 

rivers."Alice Roberts
CPRE London
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Source: https://www.thames21.org.uk/improving -rivers/creating -urban-wetlands/2/19/2026

ÅSurface water flooding is increasing

ÅRoad run-off pollution flows straight 
into rivers

ÅMany rivers remain 'buried' and need 
'daylighting'

              



Urban Wetlands: 
Nature-Based 
Infrastructure

Source: https://www.thames21.org.uk/improving -rivers/creating -urban-wetlands/
2/19/2026

ÅIntercept and treat polluted run-off

ÅCapture peak rainwater flows

ÅEnhance biodiversity

ÅDemonstrable local delivery

              



A Deliverable Borough 
Commitment

Source: https://www.thames21.org.uk/improving -rivers/creating -urban-wetlands/
2/19/2026

ÅCreate at least one new wetland 
within the council term

ÅIdentify de-culverting opportunities

ÅIntegrate into regeneration and 
highways programmes

              



Pledge 3:

Clean Rivers

џPrioritise installation of 
well-designed on-street 
rain gardens where other 
street works areplanned; 

and directly support 
householders to capture 

rainfall, & re-green and de-
pave frontgardensњ

2/19/2026
              

Toby Dighero,
Thames 21



Raingardens 
and de-paving
From concrete jungle to sponge city

џÂƖŔŸƖŔƣŔƚĲЮinstallation of well-designed on-street rain gardens where other street works are planned; and 
directly support householders to capture rainfall, & re-green and de-ƓċƻĲЮŉƖŸŰƣЮŊċƖĬĲŰƚѠ



Where does the water go?



What are Raingardens?



Why do we need 
raingardens?

1 in 8 properties  in London 
are in areas at high or 
medium risk of surface 
water flooding.

This is twice the rate 
compared to the national 
total.

Environment Agency, 2024 



What are the multiple benefits of 
Raingardens and de-paving?
ÅFlood resilience
ÅImproved water quality (and air 

quality)
ÅTransform public space
ÅCommunity ownership
ÅCooler cities
ÅHomes for wildlife
ÅCheap to install and simple to 

maintain



Hounslow Raingardens Case Study



Community



Raingardens can 
transform places



Pledge 4:

GREEN & BLUE 
SPACE FOR ALL & A 
HOME FOR NATURE

"Actively  bring back intouse, at least 
one derelict or 'landbanked' green 

site, so it can become a nature 
reserve, playing field, park, growing 

space or wetland."

2/19/2026
              

Alice Roberts,
CPRE London
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