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Planning Policy Team, 
Royal Borough of Greenwich, 
The Woolwich Centre, 
35 Wellington Street, London SE18 6HQ 

By email to: Local-Plan-Consultation@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

28th January 2026

Dear Sir/Madam,

Greenwich Local Plan Review Regulation 18 Consultation

CPRE London is a membership-based charity with 2500 members across London, concerned with the preservation and enhancement of London’s vital green spaces, as well as the improvement of London’s environment for the health and wellbeing of all Londoners. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this important consultation. 

Overall, while we generally support the Plan’s environmental and climate policies, we believe the Plan should be more ambitious about creating new parks and green spaces across the borough. 

Several green spaces in Greenwich which lack a clear identity or have been ‘landbanked’ for years: the Local Plan must ensure these sites are allocated for specific purposes and protected from neglect and future attempts to develop them.
· Several green spaces in the borough look to be neglected or derelict including: 
· Manor Way Playing Fields (also marked as ‘Blackheath Park’ on other maps)
· Willow Playing Field (adjacent to Manor Way Playing Field)
· David Lloyd Kidbrooke (a major concern given recent development at the David Lloyd site)
· Avery Hill site (to the east of Butterfly Lane, the south of Bexley Rd, west of allotments)
· Site bounded by Erebus Dr, Pier Way and Camelot Close

These sites can all deliver important new habitat and/or water management (e.g. wetland), contribute to the Local Nature Recovery Strategy and/or be sites for sport or recreation. 

Housing targets – avoiding overallocation of land

CPRE London is extremely concerned about the reliance on housebuilding as a means to tackle a housing crisis whose roots lies in affordability, not total quantum of housing. While we appreciate targets are given to the council, councils must also plan positively, meaning – in our view – that is should not plan to allocate far more land for housing than can ever realistically be built. The council must recognise that green land in particular should not be allocated if it is highly unlikely to be needed; and should instead allocate green sites for green infrastructure purposes like parks, nature habitat or wetland. 

Assuming it is plainly clear that housing targets cannot be met within the life of the plan, then the council should be very clear with the public and Inspector that green sites will not be allocated for development, and certainly not unless or until all brownfield sites have been exhausted, bearing in mind the harm this will do when weighed against the potential benefits of using them for green infrastructure purposes instead.   

Town Centres
The borough should plan for all town centres to be traffic free or bus/cycle/pedestrian only, particular for historic locations including Greenwich town centre. Town centre planning must be linked to the Local Transport Plan and LIP. 

Policy EN2: Open Space
· We support the plan’s commitment to ensure the provision of, and access to, open space in the borough will be protected and enhanced wherever possible. We also support the plan’s intention to ensure inappropriate development in Metropolitan Open Land (MOL) and Borough Open Land (BOL) will not be permitted unless very special circumstances apply.
· We support the plan’s commitment to explore an increase the supply of open spaces in areas of deficiency by focusing on ‘small open spaces’ and ‘pocket parks’ through new development. The Plan should also introduce a policy to create ‘streetparks’ created from ‘grey space’. For example, superfluous roads are already being converted to accommodate new rain gardens and public space in places such as Alfred Place in Camden.

Site Allocations
· P4-W16 Site Allocation: Royal Artillery Barracks Woolwich
This site includes Repository Woods which is a Grade II listed, designated MOL and a SINC. Repository Woods is also on the Heritage at Risk Register. The integrity of this site may be threatened by any development plans. Any decisions on development need to be carefully monitored to prevent uninformed and inappropriate commercial development on this precious green space. Other green spaces and MOL in this site allocation should also be retained and protected from development.
· P5-TA2: Broadwater Dock
This greenfield area of Borough Open Land should be protected from development and transformed into a public park in its entirety.
· P5-TA4: Thamesmead Waterfront
This entire site should be protected as MOL and allocated for nature recovery and/or wetland and water management and a new park. It should not be allocated for housing as this undermines the brownfield (and regeneration) first principle. This very rare remaining waterside large green space should be protected permanently from development. Green space, SINCs, Borough Open Land and MOL on this site should be protected from development and enhanced for the benefit of people and nature.
· P5-TA5: Gallions Reach Health Centre
We strongly oppose the development of this site. Other sites nearby are much more appropriate for development: there are vast surface car parks nearby and road systems (roundabouts) which take large amounts of green space.  This is high value habitat which could be further enhanced and connected to neighbouring sites via rivers. Trees and green space on the site should be retained in their entirety along with the designated SINC to the north of the site.
· P5-TA6: Land west of Church Manor Way
This area of grassland forms an important nature corridor with Borough Open Land to the south and Ridgeway SINC to the north. It should be protected in its entirety and protected from development.
· P5-TA7: Cross Quarter and Lyndean Industrial Estate
This area of land should be transformed into a public park and sports field for the benefit of residents. Tree planting on this site would also benefit local wildlife.
· P8-KM2: Huntsman Sports Club
We strongly oppose any development on this currently inaccessible playing field. Local campaigners are fighting for a number of sites in this patchwork of protected playing fields between Lee and Kidbrooke to be brought back into public use. The Council should work with the Friends of Quaggy Playing Fields to retain and open up these playing fields for the benefit of local sports clubs.

Other threatened green spaces in Greenwich 
· Greenwich Equestrian Centre 
We are concerned that the MOL on this site may be at risk if the Greenwich Equestrian Centre is sold by the council. 
· Blackheath and Greenwich Bowling Club
We oppose the loss of community open space on this site is an enabling development to build four houses on this bowls club green goes ahead.

Kerbside Space
A significant proportion of land in Greenwich is kerbside space, most of which is likely to be ‘rented’ cheaply for private car parking. The Local Plan should propose re-allocation of land-use for at least 25% of kerbside space in Greenwich – referencing environmental and social goals and establishing an appropriate target for reinstating kerbside as a public space, to be used for everything from bus and cycle lanes, safe cycle storage, shared mobility parking, delivery hubs, rain gardens, tree planting on build-outs, EV charging points on build-outs, parklets, pocket parks, play on the way features/play trails, and whole streetparks (e.g. as per Lambeth Council’s Kerbside Strategy). 

Thank you for considering these points.

Yours faithfully,

John Sadler
Campaigns Officer
CPRE London
2
Registered charity number 802622
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