
with 

Joyce Veheary’s Talk Summary: Protecting Front Gardens
with the Wilder Gardens Initiative from Lend and Tend:
Introducing the Garden Biodiversity Certificate (GBC) &

Neighbourhood Nature Reserves (NNR)

http://www.lendandtend.com/
https://www.lendandtend.com/wilder-gardens-give-back-to-nature


Take our survey and get a
FREE 

Garden Biodiversity
Certificate (GBC)

 Take your pledge to Give Back to Nature by
observing what’s in your garden.
No matter where you’re at, from beginner to seasoned
pro, start by noticing, listening and making conscious
garden choices doing what you already love—spending
time in your space with care.
 
When you take the garden survey, you’ll receive your
free Wilder Gardens Garden Biodiversity Certificate.*
*Free for a limited time only 

Example only

Click
Survey

to Start

Make your pledge to

Give back to nature

https://forms.gle/cF67fwhCbkyoPEw17
https://forms.gle/cF67fwhCbkyoPEw17
https://forms.gle/cF67fwhCbkyoPEw17
https://forms.gle/cF67fwhCbkyoPEw17
https://forms.gle/NNtkyzv7G1rGasW98
https://forms.gle/NNtkyzv7G1rGasW98


Become part of  a Wilder Gardens NEIGHBOURHOOD NATURE RESERVE (NNR) 
Map your Garden Biodiversity Certificate score 

and show you care with one of our garden mascots!



Wilder Gardens A tested

community engagement

programme, launched with

government pilot funding. Turns

ordinary gardens into

extraordinary habitats. Connects

gardens to landscape-scale action

through Local Nature Recovery

Strategies. 

This summer, Wilder Gardens invites Bristol to give back to nature—one pond at a time.

We aim to co-create and define 10 ‘Neighbourhood Nature Reserves’ across the city,eachlinked by

water and built in partnership with local residents.

Our target: 100 ponds. 10 in 10 areas—restoring biodiversity, increasing community resilience, and

celebrating local connection.

🦋 Why Neighbourhood Nature Reserves? There’s huge opportunity for untapped landscape scale

change, in recognising the power of gardens.

💧 Water connects us – By linking and recognising green spaces through water, we’re restoring

ecological corridors and helping manage rain water at...home

🌼 Biodiversity matters – Each pond becomes a mini-habitat, supporting pollinators, amphibians, and

plant life.

🙏 Community-powered – From design to delivery, we work with residents, not just for them.

📍 Rooted in place – We focus on visible, meaningful changes that residents can see, care for, and

share.

🛠 How It Works

We follow a simple but effective three-stage approach:

1. Discovery

• Review LNRS priorities and local NBN data

• Identify opportunities with communities

• Define scope and goals together

2. Delivery

• Co-design pond & reserve sites with locals

• Launch with hands-on community builds

• Track biodiversity impact and social engagement

3. Celebration

• Host local events and seasonal check-ins

• Share stories citywide

• Connect to wider nature networks

🌍 Why Now?

With 22 million gardens across the UK, nature is no longer "out there"—it’s right here. Bristol is poised

to lead with locally owned, LNRS-aligned action.

Wilder Gardens brings energy, visibility, and proven engagement to the task.

‘Neighbourhood Nature Reserves’ for 2026

 

Let’s make it happen—one pond,

one street, one neighbourhood at a time.

A bold but grounded goal: 100 ponds, 10 communities - 1 connected city

Our Vision for Every Garden
 

Wilder Gardens is the garden network for nature recovery, we apply local data to create local actions that work from the microscopic scale to support landscape

scale nature recovery. 

The Wilder Gardens ecosystem provides gardeners with all the inspiration, help, advice and connections to support local wildlife in their gardens and

neighbourhoods. 

We encourage every garden owner to connect with their neighbours to multiply their actions and impact. We also enable local groups and organisations to

connect with gardeners to help individual species. Wilder Gardens helps garden owners make better (data driven) choices for biodiversity, second nature.

The 
Lend and Tend

Team

Joyce Veheary Co-founder/ Force of Nature/ Garden Sharing and

Biodiversity Restoration Visionary Joyce@LendandTend.com 

Lenka Mudrich Co-Founder / CTO/ The Natural Order of Things

LenkaMudrich@LendandTend.com

Mark Pearce Co-founder/Natural Hoarder of Things Nature Recovery

& Community Engagement Specialist markpearce@LendandTend.com
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GBC (Garden BiodiversityCertificate) A garden biodiversitycertification scheme. Assessesecological potential of gardens.Generates personalisedimprovement plans and recognisesaction. Aggregates data to mapecological health and impact acrosscommunities.Neighbourhood Nature Reserves
Connects people to place, ecosystems, and
each other through creative ecology.
Gives hyper-local communities a shared
sense of purpose in biodiversity uplift.
Provides recognition of collective action
for ecological impact at scale.

Our  Ecosystem

Our Mission in Bristol  
Ecology rating

F
Garden type

Total area
Rooftop garden
97 square metres

2025

Garden biodiversity certificate (GBC)  - EXAMPLE ONLY

www.neighbourhoodnaturereserves.org62 Brown Street,
Sheffield,
England,
S1 2BS.

Valid until: 28th March 2026

Certificate number: 09081960

 Ecological rating and scoreThis garden’s rating is F. It has the potential to be C. This graph shows the garden’s current and
potential ecological rating.Gardens get a rating from A (best) to G (worst)

and a score. The better the rating and score, the
better for biodiversity and landscape scale health
and benefit your garden is, supporting eco-systems
and climate positive actions.

For gardens in England and Wales: The average ecological rating is D

Ecological rating

Current  Potential
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Score 

22 F

71 F

Features in this propertyGarden features get a rating from exemplar - excellent - very good - good - average - poor - very poor - no life

detected. Ratings are not based on evidence of life (species), impact and benefit to climate.

Assumed ratings are based on visible evidence captured and/or shared with citizen science datasets e.g, but not

limited to iNaturalist or National Biodiversity Network.

How your rating affects you, your neighbourhood and beyond

Nature-friendly gardens support the health of both people and the planet. When managed with care, gardens can

improve local air and soil quality, remove the need for chemical fertilisers and pesticides, and nurture healthier plants,

important for growing food. Greener, more biodiverse gardens also offer proven benefits for human wellbeing, from

stress reduction to increased physical activity and a deeper sense of connection with nature.

Your garden can also act as a personal climate shield. Planting for biodiversity can help manage water runoff, support

overburdened drainage systems, and reduce the risk of localised flooding. Shade and greenery help cool the air in

periods of extreme heat, while healthy soils and planting can buffer against erosion and water loss. In some areas,

incentives are now available to support water-sensitive planting and sustainable drainage solutions.

Neighbourhood Nature Reserves (NNR)At neighbourhood scale, collective action across streets and communities can create a powerful ripple effect: shared

planting schemes, wildlife corridors, and more resilient local ecosystems. Gardens become stepping stones for pollinators

and other species, stitching fragmented habitats back together. Making appealing homes for all life. When

neighbourhoods act as a system, residents can access guidance—and potentially funding—for sustainable drainage, tree

planting, and wildlife-friendly retrofits.Neighbourhood Nature Reserves recognises the existing and potential value of local spaces, which not only foster civic

pride and place attachment it makes all of our environmental actions visible, inclusive and inspires others to follow suit.

Neighbourhood Nature Reserves (NNR) Designation also helps communities demonstrate their ecological commitment,

creating leverage for Policy & local investment. 

The Ecological Value of Your Garden 

Breakdown of garden’s ecological rating and score

Ecology Rating 

F
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