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Sewage from toilets, washing machines etc. goes to a water treatment plant
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Many assume every sewer is 
Combined, with sewage & rain 
going into them. But in London 
only a third are Combined. 

The vast majority are separate, 
one pipe for sewage which goes 
to the treatment plant… 

… and another for rain which 
goes straight into rivers - a 
problem as road run-off 
pollution is washed in.

https://x.com/LDNWaterkeeper/status/1674748000931921921 

https://x.com/LDNWaterkeeper/status/1674748000931921921


Beckton Sewage Works in East London
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https://vividmaps.com/lost-rivers-of-london/ 
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Road Pollution Solutions Tool (bgs.ac.uk)

Network of ‘outfalls’ – take rainwater from drains into a river. 

https://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/road-pollution-solutions/


https://www.sewagemap.co.uk/  Watch live sewage spills
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https://x.com/LDNWaterkeeper
/status/1674748000931921921 

CSO = Combined 
Sewer Overflow 
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Flow capacity 
of London’s 
sewers in 
2050 

(2017 infrastructure)

Orange / red 
indicates capacity 
constraints
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How is pollution getting into rivers?
The enforcement system: is it working?
What can the public do? LONDON

alice@cprelondon.org.uk
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