
‘London’s sewage crisis’
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Combined Sewer System
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Inner London’s population 

1861  2.8 million    
1901  4.5 million Co
1931  4.9 million
2001  2.8 million  Co
1991  2.6 million
2011  3.2 million r 
2022  3.5 million  d 

Total 2022 London population 8.9 million (Trust for London)

The increase in population is outside ‘Victorian’ London. 

Combined 
Sewer

Network





The Cathedral of Sewage. Abbey Mills Pumping Station







Upgrades to the 5 tidal Thames sewage works and the 
construction of the Lee Tunnel by 2016



2014  15,000,000   m3
2017    1,000,000   m3
2018                    0
2019          93,000   m3
2020       0 
2021       0
2022       0
2023       0    

Abbey Mills Pumping Station Combined Sewer Overflows



The Thames Tideway Tunnel
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27th November 2024. 25mm of rain.“At its peak, the 
entire system was 
over half full” 
12 out of 21 sewer connection points live



Separate sewer system





Sept 23rd

2024.

More than
30mm of
rain



Jan 22nd
2025.

Dry for 
almost 
2 weeks.





Mayesbrook Park, sewer outfall





Longbridge Road sewer overflow



Paving in Dagenham’s streets 



Philadelphia











Government’s Plan for Water



The Government’s Storm Overflows Discharge
Reduction Plan 2023, page 22 







March 2024



About 6% of improvements Nature Based 



How will sewer overflows actually be reduced?

•Narrative that we need more Tideway Tunnels

• Seems water companies are keen to use concrete storage 
– increase asset base

• Commitment to nature-based solutions is too small

•Water companies have a too limited understanding of 
their networks

•Wrong solutions in the wrong place, costing too much

•Not resilient 



Theo Thomas, London Waterkeeper
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