
Join our events
As part of London Rivers Week, CPRE London is
organising walks and litterpicks, and three online events:
Healthy Water Bodies on Monday 25th October, Restoring
London’s Rivers' on Tuesday 26th October and a London
Rivers Book Club on Wednesday 27th October with
authors Lara Maiklem, Tom Bolton and Tom Chivers. More
details and how to book can be found here.

Embrace London’s waterscapes this Autumn
Dive into London Rivers Week and our
#PictureBlueLondon photography competition

London is home to nearly 400 miles of waterway: the
Thames and its tributaries, its historic docks and canal
network, and many wonderful lakes and wetlands. They are
a vital part of the landscape of the capital, shaping the city
over centuries, sustaining wildlife, and, recently providing
valuable opportunities for recreation.

We’re delighted to be involved in the sixth annual London
Rivers Week which takes place from 23-31 October. This
year, the guided walks, talks, participatory events and
seminars are underpinned by three key themes: access to
nature, health and wellbeing and climate resilience.

Restoring London's Rivers
As pressure on our water resources grows and the impacts
of climate change are increasingly felt, this blue
infrastructure will only become more important. The
Environment Agency has been helping to restore the health
and beauty of London’s rivers. It estimates that increasing
the current river restoration rate from 3 to 5km per year
would transform a third of the capital’s rivers by 2050.
During Rivers Week, the London Rivers Restoration Group
will reveal a map that identifies dozens of sites ripe for river
restoration. Restoring the health of rivers for people and
nature is at the heart of our vision for a greener London.
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Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, Lea Valley by Neil Sinden

Cameras at the ready!

We challenge you to grab your camera or phone,
explore the watery side of the capital for this
year's CPRE London photography competition.
Judges will be looking for uplifting images that
capture the beauty and variety of the London’s
waterscapes – whether that be wildlife, rivers,

canals, places that replenish or people enjoying
London’s wet outdoor spaces. For more

information on how to enter visit our website.

https://www.thames21.org.uk/joinacampaign/londonriversweek/
https://www.thames21.org.uk/joinacampaign/londonriversweek/
https://www.cprelondon.org.uk/news/an-agenda-for-the-next-mayor-of-london/
https://www.cprelondon.org.uk/news/london-rivers-week-join-our-events/
https://www.cprelondon.org.uk/news/picturebluelondon-capture-the-magic-of-londons-waterscapes/


A view from the Board...and a new volunteer
Trustee, Tara-Jane Sutcliffe, shares an
update on our plan to become a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO).

Last December, the trustees of CPRE London began to
explore the benefits of strengthening our legal
structure and limiting liabilities through transition to
become a CIO. Borne out of the success with
partnership projects and fundraising.

The CIO model delivers the benefits of being a
charitable company but without the need for filing with
dual regulators. Several other CPRE branches have
been through the process along with other charities
since the legal structure was introduced in 2015.

Over the past six months, trustees have been involved
in drafting a new CIO constitution, using model
templates from the Charity Commission and CPRE
national. As a branch of CPRE we require sign off from
the national board of trustees for any changes to our
constitution and we were delighted to receive the
green light in September.

Our events volunteer, Jacynthe, tells us of still
moments and hidden discoveries in the city.

Favourite river or waterway to connect to nature?
Walthamstow reservoirs are really close to my flat. They
can quickly make you forget the busy high street not so far
away! There are lots of trails for walkers and cyclists and
birdlife to spot.

Which CPRE London causes are close to your heart?
The Grey2Green campaign is so important! We need more
green spaces in London for people's mental health and for
the environment. I hope to see cities become increasingly
people- rather than car-friendly.

What other sustainable project is doing amazing things
right now?
GiveYourBest is a charity which gives secondhand clothes
to women refugees in the UK through a free online
catalogue which can be browsed just like any other online
shop. It's great in terms of fashion sustainability and gives
these women dignity and choice.

A new route launches in Tower Hamlets

Our GoParksLondon project continues to promote
parks and Friends groups in boroughs across London.
It most recently launched a campaign in Tower Hamlets
with a walk connecting 35 parks and waterways.

We worked with local friends groups, the Friends
group forum, active travel groups and the council to
map out a safe route. You can check out the route for
yourself, but please note there may be some steps.

This is part of a campaign to promote the benefits of
volunteering with Friends groups highlighting
volunteers in action and encouraging people from all
backgrounds to get involved.

Geoff Juden of the East London Garden Society said:
“We’ve recently formed a network of Friends groups in
Tower Hamlets to discuss issues affecting Tower
Hamlets parks, boosts community spirit and help parks
thrive.” Follow GoParksLondon on Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram, and if you’re part of a local Friends group, get
them to join the GoParksLondon campaign if they’re not
already involved.

GoParks walking networks
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Where do you sit and watch the
world go by?
When I'm at university I love
sitting in Russell Square people
watching. I once found a little
notebook in a bird box with
sweet notes written inside. My
favourite one was "I stole a
doughnut from the school café 35
years ago.”

A pause by the river on the Tower Hamlets walk by Neil Sinden

The next step is to bring
formal resolutions to
members to approve and
the draft constitution.

We will keep you updated
on progress!

https://www.goparks.london/boroughs/tower-hamlets/
https://twitter.com/GoParksLondon
https://www.facebook.com/GoParksLondon/
https://www.instagram.com/goparkslondon/


Will Glasgow deliver on climate change?

Above: Sadiq Khan delivering his speech at the Barbican

Some steps towards carbon reduction
New Building
New construction should use sustainable materials and
focus on existing built-up areas so that we are making
much better use of suitable brownfield land. Incentivising
the reuse of existing buildings and previously developed
land should be accompanied by stronger policies to
prevent building on Green Belt – our Climate Safety Belt –
Metropolitan Open Land and other precious green space.

Active Travel
Concentrating development can help make more
essential services easy to access locally and minimise the
need to travel.  This will help make active travel by bicycle
or on foot the mode of choice for the vast majority of
journeys, reducing car dependency and delivering more
healthy streets.

Natural Capital
More and better green spaces are vital to make London
resilient to the impacts of a changing climate. We need to
enhance existing green and blue spaces, with more
trees, through planting and natural regeneration, more
hedges to help reduce noise and air pollution, natural
flood management, and wildlife-friendly management.

Energy supply
Decarbonisation of our energy supply depends on a
combination of actions including the expansion of
offshore wind power, an increase in decentralised heat
networks, improving energy efficiency, greater use of
heat pumps, electrification of all vehicles, and the
widespread installation of solar photo-voltaic panels.

In the lead up to COP26 we can all make individual
decisions - such as to eat less meat and change our
travel choices - to help London become a more natural,
liveable, climate resilient city. Let’s all take action now!

The Mayor sets out his commitments to
address the capital’s climate vulnerability and
achieve net-zero by 2030.

The UK is set to host the 26th UN Climate Change
Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow in
November. In a major speech delivered at the Barbican
Centre in September, the Mayor Sadiq Khan reminded
Londoners of the impending climate emergency and the
need to show climate leadership by taking urgent action.

Climate mapping
New Climate Vulnerability Mapping has identified boroughs
and infrastructure at high risk from flooding and
overheating: a quarter of London’s rail stations and rail
network are at high risk of future flooding, as well as
schools, hospitals and 200,000 homes and workplaces.
What is more, currently all children educated in London
attend schools with toxic air.

Leading international efforts
The Mayor says he is determined for “London to be a
world leader in tackling the twin dangers of air pollution
and climate emergency.” City Hall is expanding the Ultra-
Low Emission Zone in its ‘Live and Breathe’ campaign to
halve pollution in central London and reduce carbon
emissions. The Mayor has also set out other measures
including planting trees, the introduction of low-emission
buses and supporting community projects to encourage all
Londoners to get involved.

With the right framework in place, action on climate change
can deliver better lives for all Londoners. We summarise
some of the steps needed for London to become a zero-
city by 2030, requiring strong leadership and practical
action by the Mayor and all London Boroughs…

STOP PRESS!

Sadiq Khan has just been made Chair Elect of the
C40 group which oversees a network of almost 100

cities committed to confront the climate crisis.

https://www.cprelondon.org.uk/what-we-care-about/what-gets-built-and-where/
https://www.cprelondon.org.uk/news/londons-green-belt-our-climate-safety-belt-under-renewed-threat/#:~:text=%E2%80%9COur%20Green%20Belt%20is%20our%20'climate%20safety%20belt'%2C,from%20floods%20and%20high%20temperatures.%E2%80%9D
https://www.healthystreetsscorecard.london/
https://www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/environment/environment-publications/solar-action-plan


Progress towards a More Natural Capital
What has the Mayor of London managed to
achieve after 100 days in office?

Earlier this month, along with our partners in the More
Natural Capital coalition, we issued an assessment of the
Mayor's performance in the first 100 days of his second
term against the agenda we prepared for the Mayoral
election in May.

We were pleased to report significant progress on many
of the actions we advocated, with some strong
commitments on air quality, including expansion of the
Ultra Low Emission Zone, and encouraging steps to
extend green walking routes in London.

CPRE London
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Thanks to our members, supporters and partners for helping us to make our city greener

Green London Newsletter Editor:  Lucy Farrell

While we welcomed the
Mayor’s commitment to
protecting the Green Belt
and Metropolitan Open
Land in the London Plan,
we want to see this firmly
applied, as well as a more
proactive approach to
creating new parks and
green spaces.

We also drew attention to concerns over the impact of
the proposed Silvertown Tunnel on traffic levels and air
quality in one of the most deprived parts of London.

Overall, however, we are encouraged at the progress we
have seen in a relatively short and challenging time. We
look forward to working with the Mayor and others to
deliver a More Natural Capital for all.

https://www.cprelondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2021/05/The-first-100-days-%E2%80%93-a-review-of-progress-V7.pdf
https://www.cprelondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2021/05/The-first-100-days-%E2%80%93-a-review-of-progress-V7.pdf



