
Grey to Green: Repurposing Our Streets

Stephen Edwards

Director of Policy and Communications

the-urgent-case-for-more-walking-and-cycling-waca-

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/5886/the-urgent-case-for-more-walking-and-cycling-waca-report.pdf


PUBLIC POLICY 

ENVIRONMENT

• Exciting time for walking
• Record government investment 

• COVID discovery of walking

• Consensus on benefits of walking for 

environment and health



Walking = zero carbon, zero 
emissions, zero cost, efficient use of 
space and its good for your health



RISKS

But…

• Fiscal environment 
uncertain

• Avoiding car-led recovery

• Delivering positive 
outcomes for walking –
speed, space, walking 
networks



WHY IS LONDON 

IMPORTANT?

• Londoners driving 4 billion more miles than a 

decade ago

• Pedestrians account for more than half of on-

street fatalities in london

• Poor air quality contributes to 9400 deaths each 

year

• Almost 40% of londoners do not meet 

recommended physical activity levels 



PILLARS OF CHANGE
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01. LEVELLING 

UP



BUILD BACK BETTER

Hackney

Darlington

Hackney



PLANNING NEIGHBOURHOODS 

FOR PEOPLE

• More facilities within walking 

distance – less than 20 

minutes 

• We need to persuade more 

people to walk further by 

making it safer and more 

pleasant.

• Plan around children, 

disabled people, older people



02. INCREASE ACTIVE 

JOURNEYS



WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK

SAVE THE DATE: w/c 17 May 2021

Last October 180,000 pupils across GB walked, 

cycled wheeled & scooted to school !



03. VOICES FOR CHANGE –

LOCAL GROUPS

PLACE

SHAPING 
DRIVERS

BUSINESS – RETAIL AND FREIGHT

OTHER COMMUNITY GROUPS & OLDER RESIDENTS 



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT

SHAPING THE MESSAGE

LOCAL VOICES

EXPERT STREET REVIEWS



PARKLETS AND POCKET PARKS 



WALKING NETWORKS



#WALKWITHUS!
Stephen.edwards@livingstreets.org.uk
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